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DOG DAYS. 
The following is ext’ract’ecl from a letter recently pre- 

pared in t,he Weat,her Bureau hi reply t,o an inquiry as t,o 
the origin and significance of t,he common cust,om of 
referring tc) cert’aiii weat,her cmclit’ions of the summer pe- 
riod as t,he “dog days.” 

works ihe l&er is reprod for t,he infoi-nintion of 
those who may not, have n t.o the definit.ion of the 
term. 

The 
mcients knew that, Sirim. or t.he Dog Star, rose and set. with t.he sun, 
ior helincally, during prticins of July and August,, aiicl asmnied that 
the baleful influence of that. star wa8 added to the heat, of the sun in 
those days. But, t.his agreement as to dates varies with every latitude 
on the eurt.h’s surface and with the precehsion of t,he equinoxes among 
the &ra. There is t,herefore no close connect.ion between the duration 
of the dog days and the dates of our hotteet westher. We have our warm, 
moist, oppressive weather on our Atlantic coast during July to Pept.em- 
ber, whereas i t  occurs in Australia during January and FebrLary. 
Moreover, our oppressive dog-day weather in New England is quite the 
opposite to the exhi larahg hot, dry weather that occurs a t  the same 
t.mie over our western prairie and plzteau regions; therefore it is not 
proper to say “t,hat, d o ~  days show up each year a t  the same time.” 
The dog-day weather 07 this latitude ir simply a combimt.ion of the 
influences of several factors on our bodily comfort.. The important 
fnctors are southwest t.o southeast winds, moisture from the ocean, 
clear sky, hot sunshine. This combination may occur a t  any time of 
the year, but is of course most severe when the sun is farthest north of 
the equator and has unduly heated t.he atmosphere for :I more or less 
lengthy period. 

-4s this is n subject rarely referred t o  in rn 

The term “dog days” beloiiqs to ancient Egyptian sstro1o)gv. 

P. C. D. 


